System Operator Sets Forth 
Negotiation and Provisioning 
Rules 
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A Guide to the Rules and System 
Description are Communicated to 
Prospective Users 
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Rules-Compliant Offers 
Submitted by Content Originators 
to System Manager 
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System Manager Processes Rules, 
including Communicating 
Intermediate or Final 
Determinations to Appropriate 
Users and Originates Provisioning 
Control Signals 
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Content Admitted is Passed by 
Content Originators to 
Origination Subsystem for 
Processing and Forwarding 
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Figure 2 



Content Originators' Offer 
(or Offer Revisions) 
Received by System 
Manager and Input into 
Computer 801 



System Manager Evaluates 
Offer With Respect to 
Rules 
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Is Offer Rejectable at 
this Time? 
803 

'No 



Is Offer Confirmable at 
this Time? 
805 

" No 



Yes 



Rejection of Offer 
Communicated to Offeror 
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Yes 



Acceptance of Offer 
Communicated to Offeror, 
Schedule Updated 
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System Manager Processes 
Rules, including 
Communicating 
Intermediate or Final 
Determinations to 
Appropriate Users 
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Has Offeror Communicated 
^Add'l Information? 
805 



Yes 



Figure 
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System Manager Distributes Template-Based Content' 
Guide with Complete Schedule Information (some data 
encrypted shows presence of schedule but no further 
information) 
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Designated Authorities for Groups of Prospective Content 
Consumers / Viewers Control Degree to Which Consumers 
/ Viewers have Access to System Information and Degree 
of Autonomy for Initiating Transactions (by first software 
filter in Receive / Cache Subsystem) 
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Individual Content Consumers / Viewers Elect Subset of 
Viewable Scheduled Events or Event Categories for 
Constitution of Personalized Program Guide 
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Figure 4 
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